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JOHN SCHLEINICH - 1924-2004 
 

 
up, we came 
down and had 

un- 
ers 

has lost one of 
our most active 
and popular 
trip coordina- 
tors with John 
Schleinich 
succumbing to 
brain cancer in 
June. 

John was a 
strong survivor having bounced 
back from twice being captured 
and tortured in World War II, 
falling off  two mountains and 
undergoing angioplasty. At age 
79 he still read without glasses 
and his hair was still black. But 
cancer doesn’t give a strong man 
a chance. 

John had a rich and varied life. 
A retired geophysicist, he had 
many other pursuits, both mental 
and physical, besides the moun- 
tains and Ramblers. He could 
converse in 5 or 6 languages. 

In Ramblers he was best 
known as a very active coordina- 
tor, although he also served on 
the Executive. He led trips of all 
levels from easy trail hikes to 
difficult scrambles. He was an 
accomplished climber, having 
topped Mont Blanc among others. 

His climax in Ramblers was 
during the year he turned 69 
during which he took out 69 trips. 
John specialized in easier foothills 
hikes or XC trips that were much 
in demand by many members. He 
also attended the meetings 
faithfully rather than leaving it 
for someone else to announce his 
trips. He was also known for his 
very brief trip reports... “we went 

a good day”. 
In addition 

John was well 
known for his 
ability to hike 
or scramble in 
the mountains 
all day on only 
a handful of 
food. 

Perhaps less 
known about 

John in Ramblers was what an 
exceptionally kind, caring and 
charitable person he was. He had 
several foster children through 
SOS. When we traveled in 
Patagonia, Tierra del Fuego and 
Costa Rica he would leave folding 
money tips under his pillow for 
the maids because they didn’t get 
paid much. 

His own three children were 
the most important to him. John 
was an excellent father. This was 
brought out by the excellent and 
moving tribute to him at his 
funeral mass by his daughter, 
Mary Anne. She has now joined 
the Ramblers to follow in her 
dad’s footsteps and will have a 
long way to go. His children and 
grandchildren will miss him even 
more than the rest of us Ram- 
blers will. 
 

 
Submitted by Wally Drew 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Profile of John Schleinich from the February 1995 PackRat newsletter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 


